Graham Visitor Center
2200 Arboretum Drive E.,
Seattle, WA 98112

(Meetings are the 4t Tuesday
of each month except July and
December.)

Bee Venom Therapy
and the Apitherapy
Hive

Overwintering bees:
Beekeeper Matthew
Reinhardt

Crafts: Gifts from the
Hive Phyllis Nelson,
Doris Mech, Ann
McClure
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Pot luck and election of
2009 officers
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Mid summer’s flowers are in bloom. The sun sets farther south in the sky each
day while the long summer evenings begin to shorten. The bees are busily
working those flowers that bloom in summer’s heat and storing the nectar and
pollen. Controlling Varroa mites within the hive is critical as the hive prepares for
the winter ahead. Now is the time to harvest honey, providing there is a surplus
to the bees’ needs for winter.

Some flowers in bloom at this time:

Buckwheat Fagopyrum esculentum

Hebe Hebe spp

Lavendar Lavendula spp

Mint Mentha spp

Oregon Oxalis, Redwood Sorrel Oxalis oregona NP

Thyme Thymus vulgarus, T. herba-barona, T. serphyllum, T. spp

NP = Washington State native plant

Year-to-year variation in temperature and rainfall, hills that block or funnel
prevailing winds, northern or southern exposures, nearby lakes or rivers, and
other geographic features near your apiary will speed or delay the blossoming time
by as much as three and a half weeks. Use this hive calendar as a guide. Blossom
times will be earlier inside cities and at lower altitudes.
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The beginner’s lesson precedes the main presentation.
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McWiggins & de Groot discuss bee venom therapy and apitherapy. Apitherapy, an
ancient healing modality, refers to the therapeutic use of products of the beehive:
honey, pollen, propolis, royal jelly, and bee venom therapy.

Meeting Notes
Would club members whose last names begin with M-Z please bring, if you're able
to, a snhack item to share with other members during the break.

The club library could use any surplus 2008 or 2009 beekeeping catalogs you
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Woodenware assembly
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Mason Bees: Dr. Evan
Sugden

D) 5
Bumble bees: Margot
Dogtraum

might have. Also, the monthly raffle drawing is held at each meeting’s conclusion
so please bring an item to donate if you can.
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Note: These replace this month’s article by the club president. His column returns
next issue.

Thank you so much for getting Dr. Sugden's permission to send this to the club
members. [This is in reference to Dr. Sugden’s presentation notes on Varroa
mites. ] As I was not able to attend this month, so it was especially nice to be able
to keep up to date and have a summary of the program. What would you think
about including the secretary’s notes of the previous meetings in upcoming issues
of the newsletter...

Dawn Corl

This is an excellent idea. The notes from the August 2, 2008, PSBA trustees
meeting are included as a separate enclosure with this month’s newsletter.

PSBA Buzz newsletter editor

I have been a member of the Puget Sound Beekeepers Association in 2001 and
then recently joined again. Over all these years though, I have been periodically
reading the newsletter and have always been so frustrated and disappointed for
several reasons.

All the articles you (and I refer myself to all those who have been involved in
creating this newsletter) write, are copied from books that are very generalistic
and fairytale like which are of no information or of much use. I know that we all
love bees, but we are beekeepers and not beehavers. If we want to make a
fairytale news letter which are extracts from books, then you might as well just
get the title of the book and the segments of the different paragraphs.

You touch a subject which is now a worldwide problem: mites and pests (with this
I refer myself to any kind of problem that affects the bee population). But again no
data.....no statistics. It would be a great idea to incentivize beekeepers to start
counting their mites and using this website to chart the mite infestation county
wise. It would be an ideal way of getting each and all beekeepers together and
combat the problem together instead of having each and one of us deal with it
independently. It is of no great use to treat your hives when the neighbor
beekeeper within three miles away is not doing his/her job to treat his/her hives.
Cross-contamination is such a problem and if we don't do anything about it
then........... yes the bee population will dwindle more quickly than predicted.

I strongly suggest each and every beekeeper........ no matter how many hives you
have, to dedicate your time to treat the hives adequately and at the correct time,
starting with the mite count. If we as an association gather that information and
make not only a graphic of the mite count but also to chart by region, it will give
us more strength and ability to help each other out in reducing the mite load and
make our hives so much stronger. That sort of information should be published in
the news letter and also discussed in the meetings. It is wonderful to show how to
extract and bottle honey, but no make that the theme of every single meeting
(because that is what was being done every time I assisted these meetings at the




PSBA OFFICERS

President
Richard Sirota
(206) 459-2242

president@psbees.org

Vice President
Steve Collins
206-396-0595

vp@psbees.org

Secretary
John de Groot
(425) 883-3248

secretary@pshees.org

Treasurer
Bruce Becker
(253) 638-9112

treasurer@psbees.org

Newsletter Editor
Ira Collins
(206) 322-7532

editor@pshees.org

Apiary Manager
Tim Todd
(253) 941-9855

bfbecker@u.washington.edu

PSBA TRUSTEES

Nancy Beckett (2008-2009)
Krista Conners (2008-2009)
Joyce Danner (2007-2008)
Mike Doren (2007-2008)
Jerry Gallaher (2008-2009)
Thane Lewis (2008-2009)
Jim Olsen (2008-2009)
Allan Timlick (2007-2008
Tim Todd (2008-2009)

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Robert Clark (Lifetime)
Bill Rahr (Lifetime)
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We’re on the Web!

WWW.pugetsoundbees.org
WWW.pshees.org

arboretum). I joined this association here and am also member of the Swiss
association of beekeepers and can tell you that it is a world difference. If you
would want to see some studies shown over there in Switzerland, visit
www.alp.admin.ch/themen/00502/00550/index.htmi?lang=en [updated link]

Click on the English tab (top right hand corner) and you can see why apistan,
Coumaphlos and all these other chemicals have not been working since 20 years
and why Formic acid is the most biological way to go now.

Mathias

Mathias touches upon the challenges of publishing a club newsletter. Exactly, what
should we do? Do we focus only on hobbyist beekeeping or discuss commercial
beekeeping as well? In this day of Internet accessibility, everyone has access to
real time scientific documents and news from any country in the world. So, if we
include this in our newsletter are we just parroting what can be found elsewhere?

Our club focus is to assist beginning beekeepers with their hobby, promote
beekeeping in general, and provide localized beekeeping information, as keeping
bees in a maritime climate in the Puget Sound region is greatly different than
keeping bees in, for example, in a hot, dry southern California climate. To this
end, we invite speakers to our monthly meetings who can provide insight into
topics that affect us all and concentrate on topics we believe are most helpful to
both the beginning and advanced beekeeper. Hopefully, this month’s article about
insecticides beginning on page 5 is the type of information that is needed.

Our thanks to Mathias for providing the link to the Swiss Bee Research Centre.

PSBA Buzz newsletter editor
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Want your honey made into straws? No problem! We will fill straws with your
honey. We charge .12 per straw, and you can add a flavor, color, or both for an
additional .01 per straw. The minimum order is two quarts of honey which will
make approximately 375 to 400 straws.

For more information call (360) 261-2055 or send email to chefif@comcast.net.

Sucrose syrup for sale. $20 per 5 gallons (approximately 60 pounds). Contact
Dean Barnett at 425-868-0233 or 425-681-3036. Dean is a commercial beekeeper
whose tales of the floods along torrential river valleys still hold us all in awe of
him.
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PSBA apiary manager Bruce Becker recently accepted the position of club
treasurer. Ambra Wadley, who has done an exceptional job this past year, is
stepping down due to increased family responsibilities. We deeply thank Ambra
for the many things she has done above and beyond the role of club treasurer and
wish only the very best for her.
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Volunteers are needed for assisting with the work parties that maintain the club’s
hives in the arboretum apiary. Work parties cover half-month periods and are
held fortnightly, on either a Saturday or Sunday, usually during afternoons.

Typical work party tasks:

1. General cleanup and mowing the lawn.

2. Checking the hives for health, adequate space to expand, and feeding if
necessary.

3. Culling rotten or damaged wooden equipment in the shed.

4. Preparing equipment for use. Some bottom boards and boxes need painting. We
may need frames to be assembled.

To volunteer for work parties, please contact the work party leader listed below
who matches the date(s) when you would be available. Work party leaders who
need additional information should contact the apiary manager, Bruce Becker, at
206.527.0226.

Date Work Party Leader Contact Info

August 1-15 Tim Todd 253.941.9855
August 16-31 Jerry Gallaher 206.527.1663
September 1-15 Jim Olsen 206.919.2945
September 16-30 OPEN (Tim Todd) 253.941.9855
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Volunteers are needed to help the club sell honey at the Seattle Tilth Harvest Fair
on Saturday, September 6, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. If you're
interested, please contact Nancy Beckett at 206.937.5583 or
enbee555@gmail.com.
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Our club has a booth at the annual Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture’s
Bug Blast. This year’s Bug Blast is being held on Sunday, September 28, from
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. If you would like to volunteer to assist, please contact
John de Groot at 425.883.3248 or john_degroot@juno.com.
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One great perquisite of being a dues paying member of the PSBA is your ability to
rent tools and equipment from the club. We have honey extractors, tubs, and
uncapping knives available for a one week’s rental at a modest price. If you want
to rent equipment please contact the equipment manager, Rob Stevens, at 206-
526-5201 or robstevens5@comcast.net. If you're not yet a member, this is an




excellent opportunity to join. Our membership form is available at
www. pugetsoundbees.org or contact Bruce Becker, our treasurer at 206.527.0226
or bfbecker@u.washington.edu.
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Our club has a booth at this year’s Puyallup Fair (September 5 through September
28, 2008) and volunteers are needed to staff the booth. If you can spare some
time, please contact please contact Nancy Beckett at 206.937.5583 or
enbee555@gmail.com.
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Rising gasoline prices have resulted in a significant drop in the number of miles
Americans have been driving. A new word, “staylocation” has been created to
describe our shift in habits from driving great distances to remaining closer to
home. The noticeable increase of people shopping local farmers markets for fresh
fruit, vegetables, and local honey is a positive trend.

Agriculture Secretary Ed Schafer announced on July 30, 2008, $21 million in final
Fiscal Year 2008 grant awards to 49 state agencies and tribal organizations for the
Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program. These senior's markets provide low-
income seniors with coupons exchanged for fresh produce at farmers' markets,
roadside stands and community-supported agriculture programs.

"The Senior Farmers' Market Nutrition Program provides low-income seniors with
improved nutrition choices while also helping local farmers gain new customers
who will eat more fresh fruits and vegetables," said Schafer.

These grants will serve more than 900,000 low-income senior citizens nationwide
this season. This year, coupons for fresh produce will be accepted by over 14,000
farmers at more than 5,100 markets, roadside stands and/or community-
supported agriculture programs.
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The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) filed a lawsuit on August 18, 2008,
to uncover critical information that the US government is withholding about the
risks posed by pesticides to honey bees. NRDC legal experts and a leading bee
researcher are convinced that the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has
evidence of connections between pesticides and the mysterious honey bee die-offs
reported across the country. The phenomenon has come to be called “colony
collapse disorder,” or CCD.

The EPA has failed to respond to NRDC's Freedom of Information Act request for
agency records concerning the toxicity of pesticides to bees, forcing the legal
action.

“Recently approved pesticides have been implicated in massive bee die-offs and
are the focus of increasing scientific scrutiny,” said NRDC Senior Attorney Aaron
Colangelo.” The EPA should be evaluating the risks to bees before approving new
pesticides, but now refuses to tell the public what it knows. Pesticide restrictions
might be at the heart of the solution to this growing crisis, so why hide the
information they should be using to make those decisions?”




In 2003, the EPA granted a registration to a new pesticide manufactured by Bayer
CropScience under the condition that Bayer submit studies about its product’s
impact on bees. The EPA has refused to disclose the results of these studies, or if
the studies have even been submitted.

The pesticide in question is clothianidin, sold under the trade name Poncho. It was
banned in Germany in May 2008 due to concerns about its impact on bees. A
similar insecticide, imidacloprid (Gaucho or Regent) was banned in France for the
same reason several years before. In the United States, these chemicals still are
in use despite a growing consensus among bee specialists that pesticides,
including clothianidin and its chemical cousins, may contribute to CCD.

Clothianidin is one of a family of insecticides called neonicotinoids, which when
applied to agricultural seeds such as corn, sunflower, and canola remains within
the plant and its pollen throughout its life. The insecticide blocks nerve receptors
in bees and is suspected by French and Italian beekeepers of causing
disorientation in bees that results in their being unable to find their way back to
their hive.

Another insecticide within the neonicotinoid family is imadacloprid, the active
ingredient in products such as Concur, Gaucho, Latitude, and Prescribe that are
used in the US to treat agricultural corn seed. It is also the active ingredient in
the lawn insecticides Bayer Advanced and Merit. Other brand names are Admire,
Advantage, Confidor, Imicide, Legend, Marathon, Premise, Provado, and
Touchstone. Imadacloprid is also used in dog and cat flea treatments.

Other insecticides within the neonicotinoid family include thiacloprid (Calypso),
thiamethoxam (Cruiser, Flagship), and acetamiprid (Assail, TriStar).

Despite bees’ critical role for farmers, consumers, and the environment, the
federal government has been slow to address the die-off since the alarm bells
started in 2006. In recent Congressional hearings, the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) was unable to account for the $20 million that Congress has
allocated to the department for fighting CCD in the last two years.

In documents to be filed next month, the NRDC will ask for a court order directing
the EPA to disclose its information about pesticides and bee toxicity.

Learn more about neonicotinoids:

wWww.i-sis.org.uk/requiemForTheHoneybee.php

www.vanishingbees.com

www.organicconsumers.org/articles/article 4557.cfm

www.bvl.bund.de/cin 027/nn 496790/sid CC52BCC6AD917C2783C9BB3AE51D7D
B7/EN/08 Presselnfothek engl/01 Presse und Hintergrundinformationen/H
intergrundinformation Bienensterben engl 20080715.html nnn=true

PSBA Buzz newsletter editor
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Articles are always welcome, so send your newsletter submissions to the

editor@psbees.org, by the fifth day of each month and include your full name and
e-mail address so that we might provide proper attribution.

PSBA newsletter editor




